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News 
State of Delaware to acquire historic property at Cooch’s Bridge, the site 
of the state’s only Revolutionary War battle 
Division to administer the home and surrounding property. 
Read more … 
 

 
The Cooch House and property 

 
Division to sponsor seven special events during January 2019 
Highlights include activities celebrating Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, early jazz and the Avery’s Rest archaeological 
site. 
Read more … 
 
Museums of the State of Delaware 2018–2019 winter-holiday schedule  
Enjoy the season and learn about the First State’s many contributions to the history and culture of the United States. 
Read more … 
 
Seventeenth annual Delaware Day competition winners announced 
Program encourages students to study the U.S. Constitution and Delaware’s role in its creation. 
Read more … 
 
Division notes passing of Collections Committee member Joe Gates 
Social-studies teacher, principal, librarian and collector helped bring history alive. 
Read more … 
 

End-of-year meeting honors division employees and volunteers 
Event celebrated the agency’s 2018 achievements. 
Read more … 
 

https://history.blogs.delaware.gov/2018/12/12/state-of-delaware-to-acquire-historic-property-at-coochs-bridge-the-site-of-the-states-only-revolutionary-war-battle/
https://history.blogs.delaware.gov/2018/12/19/division-to-sponsor-seven-special-events-during-january-2019/
https://history.blogs.delaware.gov/2018/12/18/museums-of-the-state-of-delaware-2018-2019-winter-holiday-schedule/
https://history.blogs.delaware.gov/2018/12/18/seventeenth-annual-delaware-day-competition-winners-announced/
https://history.blogs.delaware.gov/2018/12/20/division-notes-passing-collections-committee-member-joe-gates/
https://history.blogs.delaware.gov/2018/12/19/end-year-meeting-honors-division-employees-volunteers/


Go here for more news items … 

 
Help Save Delaware History 
Craig Lukezic to leave division employment 
Archaeologist headed to new job at Naval Air Station Patuxent River in Maryland. 
Read more … 
 
The Impact of Tax Reform on the Federal Historic Tax Credit One Year Later 
Post recaps the successful effort to preserve the federal Historic Tax Credit and details the impact of changes to the 
program. 
Read more … 
 
National Historic Preservation Advocacy Week, March 12–14, 2019 
Annual gathering promotes sound federal preservation policy and programs. 
Read more … 
 
After a year of fighting, historic Delaware home on the Brandywine set for demolition 
News Journal, Wilmington, Del.—Dec. 3, 2018 
Row of homes once housed workers for Walker’s Mill 
Read more … 
 
Articles on development planned on possible slave burial site in Frankford 
State’s Unmarked Human Remains law may be triggered if burials are uncovered. 
 

Lore of slave gravesite brings controversy to Sussex development 
Daily Times, Salisbury, Md.—Dec. 7, 2018 

             
Delaware NAACP outraged over developer's plans to build townhouses on possible slave burial site in 
Frankford 
WXDE Radio, Milford, Del.—Nov. 26, 2018 

 
“Partners in Preservation: Planning for the Future—Delaware’s Historic Preservation Plan, 2018–2022” 
Document outlines six broad goals for preserving Delaware’s heritage for the future. 
Read more … 

 
Media Roundup 
The following Delaware history-related articles have recently appeared in the media: 
 
Looking to Escape the House this Holiday? Go to a State Museum – They’re Free 
Town Square Delaware—Dec. 18, 2018 
The state’s museums tell the story of the First State’s contributions to the history of the United States. 
 
‘The state that started a nation’ 
Coastal Point, Ocean View, Del.—Dec. 6, 2018 
Article on Delaware Day 
 
Articles on the State of Delaware’s acquisition of historic property at Cooch’s Bridge, the site of the state’s 
only Revolutionary War 
Division to administer the Cooch House and surrounding property. 
 

State buying Cooch’s Bridge Revolutionary battle site 
Dover Post, Del.—Dec. 10, 2018 
 

  

http://history.blogs.delaware.gov/
https://history.blogs.delaware.gov/2018/12/14/craig-lukezic-leave-division-employment/
https://www.novoco.com/periodicals/articles/impact-tax-reform-federal-historic-tax-credit-one-year-later
http://preservationaction.org/actioncenter/advocacyweek/
https://www.delawareonline.com/story/news/2018/12/03/after-year-fighting-historic-home-brandywine-set-demolition/2160014002/
https://history.delaware.gov/preservation/umhr.shtml
https://www.delmarvanow.com/story/news/local/delaware/2018/12/07/lore-slave-gravesite-brings-controversy-sussex-development/2123905002/
https://www.delaware1059.com/news/delaware-naacp-outraged-over-developer-s-plans-to-build-townhouses/article_8099ec1c-f188-11e8-a775-a32b16e00b97.html?fbclid=IwAR2vUmdm8XY0whRR3kvYZ2AXs5Jt3agEFhkYGBxZXdWfUEikRsnKhE5qxuQ
https://www.delaware1059.com/news/delaware-naacp-outraged-over-developer-s-plans-to-build-townhouses/article_8099ec1c-f188-11e8-a775-a32b16e00b97.html?fbclid=IwAR2vUmdm8XY0whRR3kvYZ2AXs5Jt3agEFhkYGBxZXdWfUEikRsnKhE5qxuQ
https://history.delaware.gov/pdfs/2018-2022DelawareSHPOPlan.pdf
https://townsquaredelaware.com/2018/12/18/looking-to-escape-the-house-this-holiday-go-to-a-state-museum-theyre-free/
http://www.coastalpoint.com/43737/feature/state-started-nation
http://www.doverpost.com/news/20181210/state-buying-coochs-bridge-revolutionary-battle-site


Delaware to preserve Revolutionary War battle site 
Delaware Public Media, Dover, Del.—Dec. 9, 2018 
 
Site of Delaware’s only Revolutionary War battle to be preserved 
WHYY TV 12, Wilmington, Del.—Dec. 9, 2018 
 
Site Of Delaware’s Only Revolutionary War Battle Acquired By The State 
First State Update, Del.—Dec 9, 2018 
 
Cooch family: We're proud to see our Revolutionary War site preserved 
News Journal, Wilmington, Del.—Dec. 7, 2018 
 
Saving a piece of the past 
Delaware Business Now, Newark, Del.—Dec. 7, 2018 
 
Photo Gallery: State of Delaware acquires Cooch's Bridge site 
News Journal, Wilmington, Del.—Dec. 7, 2018 
 
State purchases Cooch property, site of Revolutionary War battle 
Delaware Business Now, Newark, Del.—Dec. 7, 2018 
 
State to purchase, preserve historic Cooch’s Bridge Battlefield 
Newark Post, Del.—Dec. 7, 2018 
 
Video: Hallowed ground: home, more property to be preserved at Cooch's Bridge 
WDEL Radio, Wilmington, Del.—Dec. 7, 2018 
 
Delaware's Revolutionary War battlefield, Cooch's Bridge, to get new scrutiny 
News Journal, Wilmington, Del.—Dec. 3, 2018 
Archaeological investigations to take place at the site near Newark, Del. 

 
Events 
Saturday, Dec. 22 
Handmade for the Holidays – John Dickinson Plantation 
 
Monday, Dec. 24 
Christmas Eve – All museums of the State of Delaware closed 
 
Tuesday, Dec. 25 
Christmas Day – All museums of the State of Delaware closed 
 
Monday, Dec. 31 
New Year’s Eve – The Old State House open. John Dickinson Plantation, Johnson Victrola Museum, New Castle 
Court House Museum and Zwaanendael Museum closed 
 
Tuesday, Jan. 1, 2019 
New Year’s Day – All museums of the State of Delaware closed 
 
Saturday, Jan. 5 
Ringing in the New Year With Jazz – Johnson Victrola Museum 
 
Divided Delaware – The Old State House 
 
Friday, Jan. 11 
Concert by Phyllis Chapell – The Old State House 

https://www.delawarepublic.org/post/delaware-preserve-revoluntionary-war-battle-site
https://whyy.org/articles/site-of-delawares-only-revolutionary-war-battle-to-be-preserved/
http://firststateupdate.com/2018/12/site-of-delawares-only-revolutionary-war-battle-acquired-by-the-state/
https://www.delawareonline.com/story/opinion/contributors/2018/12/07/cooch-family-were-proud-see-our-revolutionary-war-site-preserved/2228418002/
https://delawarebusinessnow.com/2018/12/saving-a-piece-of-the-past/
https://www.delawareonline.com/picture-gallery/news/2018/12/07/state-delaware-acquires-coochs-bridge-site/2242280002/
https://delawarebusinessnow.com/2018/12/state-purchases-cooch-property-site-of-revolutionary-war-battle/
https://www.newarkpostonline.com/news/state-to-purchase-preserve-historic-cooch-s-bridge-battlefield/article_e5423596-0984-504b-bd0f-7cdc04730530.html
https://news.google.com/articles/CBMihwFodHRwczovL3d3dy53ZGVsLmNvbS9uZXdzL3ZpZGVvLWhhbGxvd2VkLWdyb3VuZC1ob21lLW1vcmUtcHJvcGVydHktdG8tYmUtcHJlc2VydmVkLWF0L2FydGljbGVfNGUyZTA4NjYtZmE3MS0xMWU4LTg4NjYtYTM5NTExZDNjMDhmLmh0bWzSAQA
https://www.delawareonline.com/story/news/local/2018/12/04/delaware-revolutionary-war-battlefield-coochs-bridge-archaeology-preservation/2201284002/
https://history.blogs.delaware.gov/2018/11/21/division-to-sponsor-16-special-programs-during-the-2018-winter-holiday-season/
https://history.blogs.delaware.gov/2018/12/18/museums-of-the-state-of-delaware-2018-2019-winter-holiday-schedule/
https://history.blogs.delaware.gov/2018/12/18/museums-of-the-state-of-delaware-2018-2019-winter-holiday-schedule/
https://history.blogs.delaware.gov/2018/12/18/museums-of-the-state-of-delaware-2018-2019-winter-holiday-schedule/
https://history.blogs.delaware.gov/2018/12/18/museums-of-the-state-of-delaware-2018-2019-winter-holiday-schedule/
https://history.blogs.delaware.gov/2018/12/19/division-to-sponsor-seven-special-events-during-january-2019/
https://history.blogs.delaware.gov/2018/12/19/division-to-sponsor-seven-special-events-during-january-2019/
http://www.delfolk.org/page13/index.html


 
Saturday, Jan. 12 
Lecture on the Avery's Rest Archaeological Site – Zwaanendael Museum 
 
Wednesday, Jan. 16 
Delaware State Review Board for Historic Preservation Meeting – Delaware Public Archives 
 
Monday, Jan. 21 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day – Johnson Victrola Museum and The Old State House open. John Dickinson 
Plantation, New Castle Court House Museum and Zwaanendael Museum closed 
 
Courage and Freedom – The Old State House 
 
The Struggle – Johnson Victrola Museum 
 
For a comprehensive, long-term calendar of division-sponsored events, go here. 

 
Exhibits and Displays 
Ongoing 
Delaware Railroads: Elegant Travel and Timely Transport – Zwaanendael Museum 

 
Drawing America to Victory – Online 
 
Five Stories – John Dickinson Plantation 
 
Letters From a Farmer in Pennsylvania – Online 
 
New Castle: Three Forts, One Community – New Castle Court House Museum 
 
The Old State House: A True Restoration 1976-2016 – The Old State House 
 
The Path to Freedom: A History of the Underground Railroad in Delaware – New Castle Court House Museum 
 
Sculpture by Charles Parks – New Castle Court House Museum 
 
A Seaborne Citizenry: The DeBraak and Its Atlantic World – Zwaanendael Museum 
 
Simple Machines – John Dickinson Plantation 
 
When Janie Comes Marching Home: Women’s Fight to Serve – Legislative Hall 
 

 

 

 
 

https://history.blogs.delaware.gov/2018/10/10/the-lenape-indian-tribe-of-delaware-lecture-at-the-zwaanendael-museum-on-oct-20-2018/
https://history.blogs.delaware.gov/2018/12/19/division-to-sponsor-seven-special-events-during-january-2019/
https://history.blogs.delaware.gov/2018/12/19/division-to-sponsor-seven-special-events-during-january-2019/
https://history.blogs.delaware.gov/2018/12/19/division-to-sponsor-seven-special-events-during-january-2019/
https://history.blogs.delaware.gov/2018/12/19/division-to-sponsor-seven-special-events-during-january-2019/
http://history.delaware.gov/exhibits/calendarofevents.shtml
https://history.blogs.delaware.gov/2018/06/19/delaware-railroads-elegant-travel-and-timely-transport-exhibit-to-open-at-the-zwaanendael-museum-on-july-7-2018/
http://history.blogs.delaware.gov/2017/03/24/drawing-america-to-victory-the-persuasive-power-of-the-arts-in-world-war-i/
http://history.blogs.delaware.gov/2017/04/26/five-stories-explores-the-lives-of-people-who-lived-and-worked-at-the-john-dickinson-plantation/
https://history.delaware.gov/museums/jdp/events/dickinsonletters/index.html
http://history.blogs.delaware.gov/2017/08/22/new-castle-three-forts-one-community-exhibit-to-open-at-the-new-castle-court-house-museum-on-sept-9-2017/
https://history.blogs.delaware.gov/2018/11/27/the-old-state-house-a-true-restoration-1976-2016-display-now-on-view/
https://history.blogs.delaware.gov/2018/11/20/the-path-to-freedom-a-history-of-the-underground-railroad-in-delaware-display-at-the-new-castle-court-house-museum/
https://history.blogs.delaware.gov/2018/11/27/display-of-sculpture-by-charles-parks-at-the-new-castle-court-house-museum/
http://history.blogs.delaware.gov/2014/09/10/a-seaborne-citizenry-the-debraak-and-its-atlantic-world-exhibit-at-the-zwaanendael-museum-2/
http://history.blogs.delaware.gov/2014/09/11/simple-machines-exhibit-at-the-john-dickinson-plantation/
https://history.blogs.delaware.gov/2018/11/20/janie-comes-marching-home-womens-fight-serve-display-legislative-hall/
https://history.blogs.delaware.gov/2017/07/20/divisions-museums-awarded-national-accreditation/


Historical and Cultural Affairs 

The historic-preservation and museums newsletter of the Delaware Division of Historical and Cultural Affairs. 
 
Historical and Cultural Affairs is designed to stimulate public interest in the division's museums, programs and 
services, and to increase awareness of the value that history and historic preservation bring to the lives of Delaware's 
citizens and visitors. The newsletter is distributed during the last week of each month, via e-mail, to division staff 
members, Delaware's historical- and preservation-related communities and friends. Please submit relevant articles, 
news items and suggestions to Jim Yurasek, newsletter editor, at jim.yurasek@delaware.gov. 
 

Non-Discrimination Statement and Acknowledgement of Support  
 
If you would like to be added to, or removed from, the e-newsletter mailing list, please e-mail the editor.  

Delaware Division of Historical and Cultural Affairs 
21 The Green 
Dover, DE 19901 
Telephone: 302-736-7400 
Fax: (302) 739-5660 
Web: http://history.delaware.gov  
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